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WHICH 

With  due  Explanations  by  Anatomical  Preparations, 

the  repeated  Performances  of  all  Kinds  of  Deliveries ,  on  our  great 
Machine ,  with  the  Ocular  Demonftration  of  the  Reafon  and  JuJlnefe 
of  the  Rules  to  be  obferved  in  all  genuine  and  true  Labours,  in  the 
Lying-in  Infirmary ,  on  our  Glajs  Machine,  makes  a  complete 
Method  of  teaching  Midwifry  *  by  giving  the  Pupils  the  moft  exalt 
Knowledge  of  the  Art,  and  perfectly  forming  their  Hands,  at  the 
fame  time,  for  the  fafe  and  ready  Practice  of  Midwifry . 
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H  E  Particular  of  a  Child's  Paffage  into  the  World, 

J[  is  the  proper  Bufinefs  of  Midwifry  •  and  the  real 
Boundary  of  that  Pradtice  and  Knowledge. 

The  praeternatural  Bulk  or  Shape  of  a  Child,  the  wrong 
Poption  of  the  Ifomb,  or  of  the  Child  in  it ;  the  ill  Make 
of  the  Os  Sacrum ,  or  fome  other  of  the  Bones  of  the  Pel¬ 
vis  *  and  the  falfe  Pains  which  often  mix  with  true  Labour 
Pains,  prove  a  great  Obftacl®  to  the  Child’s  being  brought 
with  Eaje  into  the  World  ;  which  {hews,  there  is  more 
Knowledge  neceflary  for  this  Bufineis,  than  any  one  would 
believe,  who  had  not  applied  themfelves  to  it;  and  that  a 
Woman  is  not  delivered  by  Chance ,  or  by  boldly  running  a 
Hazard ,  as  fome  ignorantly  pretend  ;  but  that  the  Art  of 
Midwifry  depends  on  a  firm  Foundation ,  tho’  fubjedi  to  Ac¬ 
cidents,  as  all  other  Arts  are. 

Now,  the  previous  Knowledge ,  towards  the  Pradfice  of 
Midwifry,  will  take  up  lome  Time,  and  require  fome 
Pains  ;  and  more  {fill  to  make  a  Proficient ;  for  as  Midwi¬ 
fry  is  the  fVork  of  the  Hands ,  it  requires  repeated  Brattice 

to 


0» 


V 


iv  '  PREFACE. 

to  make  a  Perfon  ready  in  that  Bullnels,  our  Members  not 
being  fo  ready  in  aSiing,  as  our  Minds  are  in  perceiving  : 
Neverthelels,  thole  who  imagine,  it  is  fufficient  to  grow 
wife  by  PraSlke  only ,  without  the  previous  Knowledge  of 
Things,  will  be  much  deceived ;  for  he,  who  is  ignorant  of 
what  is  to  be  done,  will  be  at  a  great  Lois  how  to  produce 
the  Ejjecl ;  much  lets  will  he  know  the  Method  of  doing  it 
well  •  all  which  plainly  Ihews  how  neceflary  it  is  that  The¬ 
ory  Ihould  precede  PraSiice. 

As  Theory  ought  always  to  go  before  PraSlice  ;  to  the 
end  that  we  may  proceed  methodically ,  we  lhall  begin  with 
the  general  Defcription  and  Knowledge  of  the  Parts  of  Wo¬ 
men,  which  concern  Midwifry,  their  Situation  and  life  : 
We  lhall  then  proceed  to  the  general  and  [pedal  Knowledge 
of  Touching  or  Handling  of  W omen ;  and  the  Knowledge 
we  obtain  by  the  right  Manner  of  Touching  or  Handling 
Women  with  Child,  with  regard  to  the  Fra&ice  of  Mid¬ 
wifry,  is  a  Matter  of  the  utmoft  Confequence,  and  is  indeed 
a  fundamental  Part  of  Knowledge  in  Midwifry,  becaule  it 
enables  us  to  forelee  Events,  and  prevent  ill  Ones  :  It  be¬ 
hoves  us,  therefore,  to  be  perfect  Matters  of  the  right 
Manner  of  Handling,  and  of  its  Ule:  All  Midwives,  in¬ 
deed,  pretend  to  Touch ;  but  to  very  little  good  Purpoie, 
unlels  they  have  been  well  inftrinfted  in  the  previous  Know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Anatomy  of  the  Pelvis  and  Parts  contained 
therein ,  and  the  various  Alterations  of  the  Parts,  after 
Women  are  with  Child. 

Even  Hnatofflifls  and  Surgeons ,  tho’  well  skill’d  in  every 
Part  of  the  Human  Body,  may  not,  perhaps,  have  fo  duly 
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confider’d  the  Parts  which  concern  Midwifty,  and  how  they 
may  alter  in  Time  of  Geflation ,  and  the  various  Forms  of 
the  Pelvis  and  Parts  contained  within,  with  regard  to  the 
Practice  of  Midvoi fry,  as  not  to  want  fome  Direction  :  In 
order,  therefore,  to  be  able  properly  to  Touch ,  or  Handle  a 
Woman  with  Child  and  in  Labour,  we  muft  have,  I  fay, 
an  exadt  and  accurate  Knowledge  of  the  natural  and  preter¬ 
natural  Form  of  the  Pelvis,  what  Parts  are  naturally  fitu- 
ated  in  the  Pelvis,  and  how  they  may  change  their  Situ¬ 
ations  and  Forms  :  For  ’tis  the  Knowledge  we  gain  by  the 
right  Touching  or  Handling  of  Women  in  Labour,  that  muft 
direct  us  in  all  our  Behaviour,  with  regard  to  the  Delivery, 
for  the  Relief  both  of  Mother  and  Infant  ;  and  indeed  this 
Knowledge  of  Touching  is  fo  neceftary,  and  of  fo  great  Im¬ 
portance  and  Ufe,  that  we  really  cannot  be  able  certainly  to 
give  the  leaft  proper  Directions,  that  may  be  of  Help  to 
the  Delivery,  till  we  are  fully  inform’d  by  the  Touch ,  how 
Matters  are,  with  refpedt  to  the’  Pelvis,  and  the  Parts  con¬ 
tained  therein,  with  their  particular  Appearances  and  Si¬ 
tuations. 

Now,  after  you  have  been  perfectly  inftrudted  in  the 
right  Manner  and  Ufe  of  Touching,  we  fhall  then  proceed 
to  the  Performance  of  Deliveries  of  all  Kinds ;  firft,  the 
molt  natural  and  eafy  j  and  then  thofe  which  are  more  dif¬ 
ficult  ;  and  laftly,  to  the  moft  difficult  and  preternatural 
Deliveries  that  can  poffibly  happen. 

After  you  are  thus  fufficiently  inftrudfed  in  the  previous 
Knowledge  of  Things,  and  Method  of  performing  Deli¬ 
veries  j  our  great  Machine  will  be  of  Angular  Ufe,  in  ma- 
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king  you  proficients  in  the  Bufinefs  ;  for,  as  we  obferv’d 
before,  Midwifry  is  the  Work  of  the  Hands,  and  requires 
repeated  Practice  to  make  a  Perfon  ready  in  that  Bufinefs  • 
fo  here,  by  our  Directions,  and  your  own  careful  Practice 
on  the  Machine,  where  every  Cafe  that  can  happen  may  be 
reprefen  ted,  and  repeated  as  often  as  we  fee  neceflary  ;  you 
will  have  the  greateft  Opportunity  of  forming  your  Hands 
for  Practice,  and  informing  your  Judgment  at  the  fame 
Time,  in  the  Manner  and  Method  of  operating  in  all  genuine 
and  true  Labours ;  and  our  Glajs  Machine  will  moft  clearly 
convey  and  confirm  our  Directions  and  Rules ,  by  giving 
you  ocular  Demon  fir  ation  of  the  Re  a f on  and  Juflnefs  of 
the  Rules  there  laid  down  ;  and  to  be  duly  obferv’d  in  per¬ 
forming  of  Deliveries  of  every  Kind.  When,  therefore, 
you  are  thus  perfectly  informed  and  habituated  to  the  Man¬ 
ner  of  Touching  or  Handling  of  Women,  and  thoroughly 
experienc'd,  by  repeated  Deliveries  of  all  Kinds  on  our  Ma¬ 
chine,  you  may  then  be  admitted  to  deliver  in  difficult 
Cafes,  under  our  Directions  ;  and  being  fo  qualified,  we  fe- 
cure  our  Women  from  all  Injuries,  which  would  happen 
from  Pupils,  attempting  Deliveries,  before  they  are  duly 
inform’d  :  Now,  by  this  Method  of  Inftruction,  join’d  to 
your  own  Induftry  and  diligent  Application,  and  Practice 
in  the  Lying-in  Infirmary,  we  apprehend,  you  will  moft 
readily  attain  the  due  Knowledge  of  the  Art  and  Practice 
of  Midwifry,  and  become  Proficients,  in  a  much  fhorterTime 
than  by  any  other  Method. 

1  f 

And  here  we  muft  beg  Leave  to  obferve,  and  we  doubt 
not,  you  will  all  agree  with  us,  that  confidering  the  Circum- 
ftances  of  Women  labouring  with  Child,  a  moft  decent  and 
modeft  Behaviour  in  every  one  practifing  Midwifry,  will  be 
abfolutely  neceffary  :  And  alfo  that  the  Women  in  Labour 
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ought  always  te  be  treated  with  all  imaginable  Tendernefs 
and  Humanity,  in  regard  both  to  your  Words  and  Actions: 
And  as  all  Inftruments  ufed  in  Mid wifry  carry  fo  much 
Horror  along  with  them,  and  are  for  the  moft  Part  attended 
with  fo  much  Mifchief,  we  have  always  thought  it  of  the 
utmoft  Confequence  to  fubftitute  a'  more  Jafe  and  tender 
Pradfice  in  the  room  of  them  ;  and,  by  an  happy  Contri¬ 
vance ,  have  eff’edfed  it,  fo  as  you  may  be  enabled,  with 
the  judicious  Management  of  the  Hand,  a  {lifted  by  our  In¬ 
vention,  to  anfwer  all  the  Intentions  of  the  Crotchet,  Tire, 
Tete,  Forceps,  &c.  without  the  leaft  Terror  to  the  Wo¬ 
man,  or  running  any  Rifque  of  injuring  either  Mother  or 
Child ;  whom  we  know,  and  ’tis  every  where  confeiled,  too 
often  fufifer  greatly  by  the  Ufe  of  Inftruments  in  Deliveries, 
even  in  the  moft  judicious  Hands  ;  befides  the  Terror  which 
always  accompanies  them  :  We  hope,  therefore,  fully  to 
convince  you,  by  our  Method,  that  there  is  fo  little  Occa¬ 
sion  for  the  prejent,  frequent  Ule  of  Inftruments,  that,  ex¬ 
cepting  in  a  Cafe  or  two,  which  but  rarely  happen,  they 
ought  entirely  to  be  laid  alide. 

Dusse’s  Forceps,  indeed,  is  preferable  to  the  Crotchet,  or 
Mauri  CEAu’j  Tire  Tete  *,  but  as  to  the  Forceps  itfelf,  thole 
Operators  who  are  fond  eft  of  it, don’t  pretend  to  ufe  it, but  when 
the  Head  is  far  advanc’d  in  the  Passage  ;  and  even 
then,  they  acknowledge,  the  Mother  is  always  liable  to  be  bru  'tf- 
ed and  much  hurt,  and  oftentimes  the  Infant  too:  And  in  ma¬ 
ny  Cafes  where  the  Head  prefents,  they  own,  the  Forceps 
cannot  be  of  any  Ufe,  but  may  do  much  Mifchief }  as  when 
the  pelvis  is  diftorted,  or  is  narrower  than  ordinary,  or  when 
the  Head  has  been  long  in  the  Paftage,  and  the  circumjacent 
Parts  are  fvoollen  j  or  if  the  Child  be  dead,  and  the  Head 
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be  not  advanc'd  low  in  thePaffage  :  Whereas  our  Invention 
will  anfwer  in  all  thefe  feveral  Circumftances,  with  the 
greateft  Safety,  and  much  more  commodioufly,  even  where 
the  Forceps  is  advijed,  and  can  heft  be  ufed,  and  this  with¬ 
out  the  leaft  Terror,  Danger,  or  Hurt,  either  to  Mother 
or  Child  :  We  think  it  therefore  far  preferable  to  the  For¬ 
est)  r,  or  any  other  hitherto  known  Method  :  Becaule,  in  all 
the  abovementioned  Cafes,  where  the  Operators  allow  the 
Forceps  cannot  and  ought  not  to  be  ufed,  our  Invention  will 
enable  us  to  bring  the  Child  into  the  World,  without  Inju¬ 
ry  either  to  Mother  or  Child,  being  judicioufy  ufed,  as  we 
fhall  plainly  fhew,  by  comparing  the  Ufe  of  the  feveral 
abovementioned  Inftruments  with  our  Invention  :  All  the 
Operators  allow,  that  the  Forceps ,  when  properly  ufed,  to 
bring  away  a  Child,  whole  Head  is  fo  large,  that  it  cannot 
make  its  Way  thro’  the  Pafiage,'  may  indeed  be  brought 
away  by  this  Inftrument,  if  the  Head  be  far  enough  ad¬ 
vanc'd  ;  tho’  by  the  additional  Bulk  of  the  Inftrument  on 
each  Side  of  the  Child’s  Head,  the  Vagina  will  moft  cer¬ 
tainly  be  prefs’d  very  hard,  and  be  liable  to  be  much 
bruifed. 


So  that  a  little  Experience  will  foon  convince  you,  how 
much  more  preferable  our  Invention  is,  where  the  Work  is 
fo  readily  perform’d,  and  none  of  this  Hazard  is  run  ;  not 
only  in  that  very  Cafe  where  their  Forceps  is  allow’d  to  be 
of  Ufe  5  but  alfo  in  the  many  different  and  difficult  Cafes, 
which  too  often  happen,  where  their  Forceps ,  as  they  them- 
felves  own,  cannot  affift  them,  and  for  which  they  have  not 
yet  found  out  any  jafe  Method, 
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[of  the  Parts  in  Wo-i  What  they  are  ? 
General,  men  which  concern  > 

*  ’  Where  fituated  ? 


A  Knowledge  j 
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iWomb. 
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Gut  Rectum, 
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Wha/? 
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Articulation,  or  joining^ 
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The  Parts  con? 
tain’d  in  it. 


r  The  Bladder. 
Womb. 

Gut  Re&um. 
Secundine, 
Humours. 
Faetus. 
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rDeeper.  n  Advantages? 
Broader. 


Of  the  pelvis  or  Bafon^ 


The  Varie,y' as  eS: 

Rounder. 


J>What  ? 


More  Oval.j  Difadvantages? 


Difference  in  the  different  Sexes. 
Cavity  of  the  Pelvis — what  ? 


Largefl  open¬ 
ing,  whence? 


^Not  from  a  Separation 
J  in  the  Os  Pubis. 

A  From  a  going  ^  wholly 
back  of  the  C 
..Sacrum,  5  partly* 


Of  the  Womb. 
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That  we  may  give  a  clear  and  diftindt  Notion  of  the  Womb  we 
fhall  firft  treat  of  the  Womb  by  itfelf,  afterwards  jointly  with  the  Va¬ 
gina  >  or  Paffage  to  the  Womb. 
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fc  .  „  c  Thick. 
Subftance  ^So]id> 

Compofition  ? 


State, 


.  5  Virgins? 

in  i  Married  Women  ? 

before  5  wjtj1  child  ? 
‘after  c.  ° 


different  iAd,aMaSeS 
Situation^ after  being  >D;f  , 

Vith  chiid.SD™ 


Of  the  Womb.'N  The  Fundus  after  being 

ft  •  ft  4  •  ft  *  # 


r  ^ 

forwards. 


backwards 
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I  with  Child  may  be  ^  to  the  right  rDifadvantaSes 
1  turned  1  _ _  left!  I 
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The  Mouth — What  ? 

* 

External  Form— -What  ? 

Joining — How  ? 

T.  i  What  ? 
Ligaments^  Ufe 


Orifice,  on  all  Sides  joined  to  the  Vagina  or  Sheath, 


Of 
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f  Dilatation  ^Advantages  ? 


>  Advantages  ? 
jDifadvantages? 


Of  the  Womb. 


Why  falfly  call’d  the  internal  Mouth  of  the  Womb,  thence 
Confufion  ? 

i  Of  the  Thicknefs  ? 

Of  the  Vagina  or  Sheath. 

What  ? 

Mouth— What  ? 


full  of  Wrinkles,  and  thick  fet  with  many  Folds, 
—Why? 


Vagina  ■< 


fmooth  ^  generally  moiftened  with  a  glutinous 
flippery  ;>  Matter, 


What?  Ufe ? 


Of  the  Sictmdines ,  or  After- Birth, 


Subftance? — Vafcuiar*  foil  of  Veins  and  Arteries. 
Shape  ? 


Secundine  ^ 


Number  ? 

Situation?  generally  adhering  to  the  Bottom  of  the  Womb. 


Veffels,  5 ,W0  *'?ti5s  ?  twilled  like  a  Rope. 
*  <!one  Vein  ■>  r 


r  ^Situation? 

Chorion,  in  which  are  innumerable  Veflels.<  Ufe  ? 

v  Connexion  ? 

,r  Situation 


Membranes  * 


Amnios 


<( 

r  » i 


Allantois 


Jw 


Veffels  ?  fewer  than  in  the  Chorion, 
c  contain  I,  w 

Ufe?  to^fecrete  f  waters#  # 

^-preferve  the  Chorion. 

is  it  to  be  found  in  the  human  Body  ? 

,  ,1,,  CSubftano*. 

whence  call d 

r  .  r)  t  <Situation. 

.  frequent  in  Brutes 


UmbiJicab  i  f ^n  of  theSYf'. 

Rope  5  <  Arteries. 
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Of 


a  Woman . 


What  is  Touching  ? 

How  Women  ought  to  be  touch'd  ? 


When  neceffary  to  touch  ? 

fF/r/?,  Whether  a  Woman  be  really  with  Child,  or  no? 
Secondly ,  Whether  the  Time  of  Birth  be  near,  or  not. 


What  is  to  be 
known  by  the 
Touch  ? 


Thirdly ,  Whether  a  Woman  with  Child  be  taken  with 
true  Child- bed  Pains,  or  not. 

Fourthly ,  Whether  the  Woman  feiz’d  with  the  Pains* 
the  Birth  will  be  eafy,  or  difficult. 

Fifthly ,  Whether  the  Infants  are  well  or  ill  fltuated  for 
Birth. 


Sixthly ,  How  the  Woman  in  Labour,  or  the  Infant* 
are  to  be  help’d,  and  what  is  to  be  done  to  that  end  ? 

i  t 

Seventhly ,  Whether  the  Birth  of  the  Woman  in  La- 
0,  bour,  is  to  be  promoted  before  the  ufual  Time,  or  not. 


At  what  Time  a  Woman  in  Labour  may  molt  conveniently  be 
touch’d,  whether  before,  in  the  Time  of,  or  after  the  Pains? 

How  the  After-burthen  is  to  be  brought  forth  ? 


How 
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How  ill- lituated  Infants  are  to  be  turned,  of  may  be  drawn  out  by 
the  Feet  ? 


What  Things  are  to  be  ready  at  Hand,  that  the  Midwife  may  perform 
her  Office  well  ? 


Of  a  Natural  Birth. 


The  Mother  and  Child  mull  be  free  from  all  Infirmities,  which 
hinder  the  Birth. 


Of  the  Child  is  required^ 


^  Age 

Strength  ^What? 
Situation 


Exclufion>  y  voluntaryand  true  Pains  with- 

out  the  AiMance  of  Art. 


Shape 

Of  the  Mother^Condition^What? 

Strength 


Pains  in  the  Reins  with  Throws  coming  of  their 
own  accord  by  Intervals. 

Swelling  of  the  Belly  fallen 


Signs  of  the  Birth 
coming  on 


j 

\ 

i 
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Incontinency  ?  of  Urine> 
Suppreffion  1 


Mouth  of  the  Womb  open. 
^Formation  of  the  Waters. 


Sigrs 
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f  Pains  in  the  Region  of  the  Loins  and  Reins  in 
creafed. 


Signs  of  an  almoft j 
approaching  Birth' 


|  c  frequent 

Pulfe  in  the  Wrift  ->fulL 

chigh. 

Flufliing  in  the  Face. 

) 

Reachings, 

LMouth  of  the  Womb  open. 


The  Mouth  of  the  Womb  ftill  more  open. 

A  greater  Formation  of  the  Waters. 

Signs  of  approach-  J  pa;ns  a*  the  joining  of  the  Os  Sacrum  and  Pubis, 
ing  Birth.  ^  §  W 

Tremblings  with  Coldnefs 

A 

1  The  Shews. 


r  A  proper  Situation  of  the  Body. 

i  1 

J  Emollient  Ointments. 

To  promote  the  Labour^ 

I  Cordials. 


(I  Medicines 


evacuating  the  Belly, 
irritating  the  Womb. 
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Of  the  Womb  of  Big- Bellied  Women  well  placed  ? 

What  Things  to  be  ready  at  hand,  that  the  Midwife  may  perform 
her  Office  well  ? 

The  great  Mifchiefs  arifing  from  too  ftrong  Pains  in  the  Beginning 
of  Labour,  and  the  putting  of  Women  too  foon  upon  Labour  ? 

Now,  tho’  the  Labour  in  the  Beginning  be  natural,  and  promifes 
an  eafy  and  happy  Event,  neverthelefs  it  often  happens  to  prove  other- 
wife,  even  after  the  Membranes  containing  the  Waters  break  of  them- 
felves,  and  the  Mouth  of  the  Womb  be  fufficiently  open  for  the  Head 
of  the  Infant  to  be  crowned :  It  ought  therefore  to  be  a  Caution  to  all 
Pradliftrs,  not  abfolutely  to  promife  too  much,  left  the  following  Diffi¬ 
culties  furprize  them  in  the  End,  to  their  great  Confufion  and  Difgrace, 


The  Navel-ftring  entangled. 

The  Navel-ftring  too  fhort. 

The  Head  too  large. 

The  Obftrudtion  from  the  Os  Coceygis. 
The  Shoulders  too  large. 

Dropfical  Belly,  or  Breaft. 

Droplical  Head. 

Want  of  Pains. 


n; 

The  exatft  diftinguiffiing 
[  I  Signs  of  thefe  Cafes  ? 

1 

rHow  to  proceed  in  thefe  Ca¬ 
fes  to  perfedt  the  Delivery  ? 

j 


\ 


Of  Tying  the  Navel-String, ,  and  excluding 

the  Secundines . 


The  Navel-String  of  new-born  Infants  is  to  be  tied,  and  the  After- 
Birth  is  to  be  brought  away  without  delay,  by  introducing  the  Fingers 
into  the  Mouth  of  the  Womb  immediately  after  the  Birth  of  the  Child* 
to  keep  the  Mouth  open,  that  even  the  Hand,  ifneceflary,  maybe  eali- 
ly  introduc’d  Why  ? 

What  is  the  Midwife’s  Bufinefs  after  ?  Mother  ? 
the  Delivery  towards  the  $  Infant  ? 


After  thefe  previous  InftruCtions,  natural  Deliveries  are  often  to  be 
repeated  on  our  great  Machine ,  in  order  to  form  the  Pupil’s  Hands  for 
Practice  ;  and  then  they  will  be  admitted  to  deliver  Women  in  natural 
Labours,  in  the  Lying-in  Infirmary ,  under  our  Directions. 


i  III 


Of  a  difficult  or  unnatural  Birth 


r 


A  difficult  Birth 
proceeds  from 


Age  $ 


/  too  young. 


too  old. 


the  Mother’s' 


ill  form’d. 

Body 

^diflemper’d, 
diftemper’d. 

Womb.  ^  C  forwards. 

too  much  J  backwards, 
oblique 


on 


Mir 


'  N 


Sinking  of  the  Spirits. 

Weaknefs. 

♦  •  ■  .  . 

t  The  Waters  coming  away  too  foon. 

C  Weaknefs. 

too  big. 


the  Child’s  \  Body  I  ill  lhap’d. 


V* 


j  ill  Situation. 

L  Entangled  Rope. 


They 


They  can  fcarce  undergo  ay 

hard  Labour  who  have )  Extreme  Weaknefs. 


[It] 

rCold  Sweats. 

Convulfions  without  coming  to  their  Senfes 
in  the  Intervals. 


I  Lower  Parts  of  the  Belly  1  anf  Pa*n^* 

u  &  inflamed. 


A  weak  Child  is  known  by[ To°  great  a  Flux  of  Blood' 

Languid  Strength  of  the  Mother. 

The  Pulfe  in  the  Navel-String. 


t 


'Flabby  Breafts, 

Frequent  Faintings  of  the  Mother, 


A  dead  Child  is  known  by  i 


Stench  of  the  Waters. 

Coldnefs  of  the  Belly  and  Sides, 
Weight  in  the  Womb, 
j  Softnefs  of  the  Head, 


The 


\ 
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A  dead  Child  is 
known  by 


The  Diffolution  of  the  Cuticle  of  the  Child's 
Head,  or  other  Parts. 

The  Coming  away  of  the  Meconium  without 
any  apparent  Caufe. 


f  The  Pains  not  rightly  bearing  down. 
The  ill  Situation  of  the  Child<  To°  flow  Pains* 


is  known  by 


The  Driveling  of  the  Waters, 
The  Touch. 


rAn  Exulceration, 

The  Mouth  of  the  Womb  itfelf  ill-  1  ^  ^car' 

fituated,  is  known  by  the  Touch, )  A  hardened  Gland.  Cautions? 

proceeding  either  from 

|  An  Obftrudion  of  the  V effels 
A  and  Ligaments. 


Why  the  Birth  is  hindered  by  the  ill  Formation  of  the  Pelvis  ? 


Variety  of  Pelvis’s  in  different  Bodies,—  What  ? 

How  to  enlarge  the  Pelvis, 

Always  examine  before  the  Child  is  fallen  down  into  the  Pelvis,  Why  ? 


I 


The 
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A  difficult  Birth  proceeding  from  general  or  fpeciap. 
Difeafes,  ! 


■from  the  ill  turning  of  Infants  in  general. 
The  Feet 

T?  npp 

NecU  Prcfen'tin- 

Ear 

NaveRftring  entangled. 


■an  Infant’s  coming  with  its  Face  upwards.  f  Inconveniences 


— Navel-ftring  foremoft, 

o 

-—from  an  Infant’s  coming  with  a  Hand,  Elbow, 
or  Shoulder  foremoft. 


> 

How  remedied? 


A  difficult  Birth  from  Infants  fituated  a-crofs. 


•  - from  the  too  great  Firmnefs  of  the  Membranes 

which  contain  the  Humours,  or  the  Placenta  offer¬ 
ing  in  the  Paffage,  or  from  dead  Infants. 

A  difficult  Birth  from  Infants  too  large,  or  the  Head 
too  large,  &c9 

•  - .from  aDifeafe,  or  any  other  Fault  in  the  Womb. 

Vagina,  Bladder,  Gut  Redum,  &c\ 


A 
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A  difficult  Birth  from  Infants  prefenting  their  Belly^ 
together  with  the  Navel-ftring. 

—  —from  Infants  prefenting  their  Back, 


•from  Infants  offering  with  their  Feet  foremoft. 


Inconveniencies. 


■from  Twins 


— — -from  Twins  ill  turned, 

■ - from  ill  and  (hifting  Pains. 


How  remedied? 


The  dijlinguijhing  Signs  of  True  and  Falfe  Pains.  What? 


T he  great  Obliquities  of  the  Womb  Four- fold,  viz. 


n 

i 

The  Womb  hanging  too  much  forwards. 


The  Ignorance  of  the  Obliqui¬ 
ties  of  the  Womb,  of  mod 
fatal  Confequence  ? 


—  being  preffed  too  much  againft  the 
Back-bone. 


The  Reality  of  the  Gbliqui- 
)>  ties  plainly  prov’d  ? 

Their  diftinguifhing  Signs? 


lying  too  much  oblique  on  either  How  the  Obliquities  may  be 
Side.  redtify’d,  and  the  Woman 

j  fafely  deliver’d  of  her  Child  ? 


After  thefe  further  In  flruftions,  the  repeated  Performance  of praternatu- 
ftf/Deliveries  of  all  Kinds,  onour  great  Machine,  and  demonftrating  th zRea- 
pn  and  JuJlnefs  of  our  Rules  on  the  Glafs  Machine,  will  make  the  Pupils 
very  ready  in  their  Bufinefs,  and  perfectly  form  their  Hands  to  practife  in  all 
difficult  and  preternatural  Labours,  and  at  the  fame  time  inform  their  judg¬ 
ments,  in  theManner  and  Method  of  operating,  in  allg^a/w  Labours,  in  the 

Lving- 

J  o 
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Lying-In  Infirmary,  till  they  are  compleatly  qualify ’d  for  the  fafe  and  ju¬ 
dicious  Pra&ice  of  the  Art  of  Midwifry. 

N.  B .  If  any  of  the  abovemention'd  Obliquities  of  the  Womb  be 
great ,  or  the  Orifice  of  the  Womb  ftrongly  preffed  againft  the  Bones, 
the  Midwife  ought  to  fend  prefently  for  the  heft  Affiftance,  and  in 
the  mean  time  carefully  to  prevent  the  Head  of  the  Child  from  falling 
down  into  the  narrow  Cavity  of  the  Pelvis,  before  the  Orifice  of  the 
Womb  is  fufficiently  open,  for  the  Head  to  advance :  Why  ?  And 
how  to  be  done  ? 

The  great  Mifchief  which  may  happen,  for  want  of  this  Care, — 

What? 

If  a  Man-Midwife  is  not  to  be  had,  then  the  Midwife  mu  ft  care¬ 
fully  proceed  as  we  have  diredted,  in  order  to  deliver  the  Woman  \  but 
tho5  the  Midwife  fhould,  on  this  Emergency,  fucceed  ever  fo  well,  I 
would  by  no  Means  advife  her  to  undertake  thefe  extreme  Difficulties, 
where  a  Man-Midwife  can  poffibly  be  had  in  Time,  and  the  Mo¬ 
ment  fhe  perceives  the  Danger,  fhe  ought  to  fend  for  the  beft  Help, 
Why  ?  ' 

Of  the  Birth  of  Monfters,— -The  Signs,  What  ?  A  Man  Midwife 
always  neceftary.  Why  ? 


When  a  Man  or  Woman  Midwife  is  called  to  the  Affiftance  of  a 
Woman  in  Labour,  the  following  Things  are  dilligently  to  be  obferved, 
viz .  That,  without  Delay,  Examination  be  made  by  the  'Touch,  that 
from  thence  may  be  known  the  true  Situation  of  the  Mouth  of  the 

Womb,  viz. 

Whether 


# 
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fin  the  Middle  of  the  Pelvis, 


Whether  it  is  fituated*; 


j  In  the  Fore-part  near  the  Os  Pubis, 


In  the  Hind-Part  near  the  Vertebra;  or  Os 
crum. 


w  * 


Jn  the  Right  or  Left  Side* 


And  how  wide  the  Mouth  is  opened,  and  what  Part  of  the  Child 
prefents. 

Now,  if  the  Crown  of  the  Child’s  Head  is  perceived  alone,  and 
the  Mouth  of  the  Womb  is  fituated  over  the  Pelvis,  or  in  the 
Pelvis,  and  the  Membranes  with  the  Waters  pufli  forward,  then  there 
is  no  Need  of  Help  j  and  until  the  Pains  ceafe,  or  are  flow,  there  is  no 
Need  that  the  Woman  be  wearied  with  labouring,  but  the  Force  of 
Pains  coming  of  their  own  Accord  may  be  fecurely  waited  for  $  for  this 
promifes  a  truey  natural  Labour . 

But  if  the  Mouth  of  the  Womb  is  placed  higher,  it  is  a  Sign  of  a 
large  Head,  or  fmall  Pelvis ;  on  the  other  Hand,  if  it  defcends  lower, 
it  is  a  Sign  of  a  fmall  Head,  or  large  Pelvis  $  this  latter  promifes  an 
ealier  Birth  than  the  former.  How  to  behave  ? 

If  the  Mouth  of  the  Womb  being  direft  in  the  Pelvis,  neither  the 
Head,  or  Buttocks,  can  be  touched,  and  nothing  befides  the  Waters  is 
to  be  perceived  in  the  Paflage,  it  betokens  a  difficult  Labour,  for  the 
Infant  is  fituated  a-crofs ;  wherefore  juft  after  the  breaking  of  the  Wa¬ 
ters,  the  Head  is  to  be  fought  for  and  brought  into  the  Paflage,  if  eafy 
to  be  done,  otherwife  the  Child  muft  be  drawn  out  by  its  Feet  :  And, 
fometimes  ’tis  abfolutely  neceflfary  even  to  break  the  Membranes,  and  go 
for  the  Feet.  Why  ? 


G 


If 


t  1 


If  the  Mouth  of  the  Womb  tends  in  a  dired  Line  into  the  mid- 
*  die  of  the  Pelvis,  but  inftead  of  the  Head,  one  Hand,  a  Foot,  Knee, 
Arm,  the  Navel-String,  or  a  Hand  together  with  the  Feet  prefents* 
it  is  a  Sign  of  Danger,  and  the  beft  Help  ought  to  be  at  hand. 

If  it  is  perceivable  by  the  Touch,  that  the  Infant  is  as  yet  fituated 
too  high ,  and  the  Mother  is  not  flirred  up  to  profit  by  the  Pains,  there 
muft  be  no  Delay,  for  without  immediate  Affiftance,  both  Mother  and 
Infant  will  perifh. 

If  the  Mouth  of  the  Womb  is  not  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  Pel¬ 
vis,  but  is  too  much  turn'd  in  the  Fore-part  towards  the  Os  Pubis  or 
Share-Bone,  or  Hind-part  towards  the  Sacrum,  or  on  the  Side  to¬ 
wards  either  Hip,  then  the  Danger  is  great  5  according  as  it  is 
more  or  lefs  declined,  and  the  Mother  muft  be  fpeedily  and  judi-* 
cioufly  afiifted.  How  ? 

If  the  Mouth  of  the  Womb  lies  higher,  or  is  preffed  ftronger  upon 
this  or  that  Bone,  then  the  Delivery  is  not  to  be  expedted  from 
Nature.  Why  ? 

Whether  the  Womb  is  fituated  right,  or  more  or  lefs  oblique,  and 
the  Membranes  are  broke,  if  any  Limb,  as  a  Hand,  Foot,  &c.  be  ex¬ 
cluded,  the  Infant  muft  be  prefently  drawn  out  by  the  Feet. 

If  the  Womb  is  as  yet  fituated  too  high,  and  the  Membranes  not 
broke,  and  the  Pains  come  on  apace  without  Intermiffion ,  great  Care 
muft  be  taken  to  fupport  the  Womb,  left  the  Womb ,  together  with  the 
Infant  be  forc’d  into  the  narrow  Cavity  of  the  Pelvis.  Why  ?  How 
to  be  done  ? 

In  the  following  Cafes  efpecially,  I  would  advife  Operators  and 
Midwives,  to  fend  early  for  the  Affiftance  of  feme  skilful  Man- Mid¬ 
wife  or  Phyfician  *  but  if  fuch  is  not  to  be  had,  let  them  then  pro¬ 
ceed 


/ 
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ceed  with  the  greateft  Caution.,  and  to  the  heft  of  their  Skill,  agree¬ 
able  to  the  Rules  we  have  given  in  each  particular  Cafe,  for  the 

Prefervation  of  the  Woman  and  the  Infant,  viz, 

*  * 

i  "  \ 

If  Women  with  Child  have  a  Fever  or  a  Fev'ri/h  Diforder ,  who, 
tho’  they  are  often  afflidted  with  labour-like  Pains,  occafioffid  by  the 
Fever,  great  Caution  fhould  be  ufed  not  to  provoke  or  Jiir  up  thofe 
Pains ,  or  bring  on  Labour ,  left  you  endanger  the  Life  of  both  Mo¬ 
ther  and  Child,  but  fending  for  the  beft  Advice,  keep  the  Woman  in 
the  mean  time,  as  quiet  as  may  be.  How  to  diftinguifh  thofe  Pains 
from  true  Labour  Pains  ? 

_  •  f  .  .  '  v  *s.  r~i  0T  •<  t  ? 

•;  *  v  . ... X  t  >  +  • 

If  the  Child  remains  too  high,  and  no  Profit  is  perceived  from  ftrong 
Pains. 


If  the  Mouth  of  the  Womb  is  greatly  oblique,  and  cannot  eafily  be 
touch'd,  and  that  in  Part  only. 

•  .  •  V  .  ■  '  V  '<• ' 

x,  1  2  ■■  i  '  •  1.  ,  .  .  ->  .!  *  _ 

If  the  Mouth  of  the  Womb  is  oblique,  and  prefs’d  ftrongly  on  any 
of  the  Bones. 


If  the  Mouth  of  the  Womb  is  hard ,  and  not  fufficiently  open ,  and 
Floodings  or  Convulfions  come  on. 

,*!  v  Hi  ;  ii  j  1 

If  the  Woman  is  weak,  and  not  ab'e  with  her  Pains  (though  the 
Womb  and  Child  are  well  fituated  for  Birth)  to  advance  the  Birth. 


i'-r  >  , 


??  ';'h  V" 


If  the  Waters  are  come  away,  and  the  Child  does  not  foon 
follow. 

If  the  Woman  in  Labour  is  crooked  in  any  Part,  for  often  feme 
one  of  the  Bones  of  the  Pelvis  is  mifhapen  too,  which  may  occafion 
a  very  difficult  Labour. 

So  likewife  if  the  Woman  with  Child  or  in  Labour,  has  any  Dip* 
temper  of  Body,  or  if  the  Vagina,  Womb ,  Bladder,  or  Intejline,  be  any 
Way  d border'd. 


If 


\ 


i 


s 
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t 

If  the  After-Burthen  does  not  come  away  foon  after  the  Child  is 
born,  it  either  adheres  or  fticks  too  much  to  the  Womb,  or  the  Mouth 
of  the  Womb  is  clofed  too  much,  and  the  beft  Affiftance  mull  forth¬ 
with  be  fought  for,  to  prevent  the  fatal  Confequence  of  the  Womb’s 
being  hurt,  by  an  unskilful  bringing  away  of  the  After-Birth. 


I 

Of  Miscarriages,  and  the  Manner  of  treating  Women  going 

with  Child. 


Of  the  Manner  of  treating  Women  in  Child-bed 


Pf  the  Manner  of  treating  Children  in  the  Month, 

*  \  . 
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A  SINGLE 

LECTURE  in  MIDWIFRY, 

ON  THE 

GLASS  MACHINE; 

t  J 

SHEWING 

How  Women  with  Child,  their  Barents,  or 

other  di/creet  Perjons ,  may  form  a  right  Judgment  of 
the  Sktlfulnejs  or  Unskilfulnejs  of  Midwifes,  and  of  a 
true ,  natural  Birth 7  and  the  principal  Caufes  of  a  dif¬ 
ficult  One. 

IF  Women  with  Child,  their  Husbands ,  Parenf$y  or  Friends  about 
1  them,  knew  what  Difference  there  is  between  a  skilful  and  un~* 
skilful  Midwife ,  they  would  be  very  cautious  how  they  put  their 
Truft  in  fuch,  who  are  not  duly  qualified  for  the  Performance  of 
their  Bufinefs  5  fince  the  one  by  her  Afliftance  may  contribute  to 
thr Health,  and  fave  the  Life  of  the  Mother  and  Infant  ;  while  the 
other,  for  want  of  due  Knowledge,  or  thro"  Negledt,  may  be  greatly 
prejudicial  to  both, 

H  1 


1 
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I  would,  therefore,  advife  ail  Parents  and  other  difcreet  Perfons* 
to  obtain  fuch  a  previous  Knowledge  of  the  Pelvis ,  or  Bones  compo- 
ting  the  Bafon  through  which  the  Infant  pafles  in  its  Birth,  and  of 
a  true  natural  Labour,  and  of  the  mod  general  and  principal  Caufes 
of  a  difficult  Birth ,  that  they  may  be  enabled,  prefently ,  in  the  very 
Beginning  of  Labour ,  to  iudge  themfelves,  whether  the  Woman  is  to 
be  delivered  by  Nature ,  or  the  Help  of  Art  ;  and  to  form  a  right 
Judgment  of  the  Skilfulnefs  or  XJnskilfulnefs  of  the  Midwife,  from 
her  Words,  Actions,  and  Behaviour  towards  the  Woman  in  La¬ 
bour  5  fo  that  if  fhe  be  found  ignorant,  better  Help  may  be  forth* 
with  fought  for  :  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  fhe  approves  herfelf  skil¬ 
ful  and  prudent,  a  mutual  Confidence  may  then  take  Place,  and  the 
Midwife  be  thereby  better  enabled  to  perform  her  Work,  with  great 
Calmnefs  and  Safety,  to  the  Benefit  and  Satisfaction  of  all  Parties. 

IN  order  to  make  a  right  judgment  of  the  Skilfulness  or  Un- 
si ofulness  of  Midwives ,  of  a  true ,  natural  Birth ,  and  of  the 
principal  Caufes  of  a  difficult  Birth ,  (having  firft  obtained  the  above- 
mentioned  previous  Knowledge  on  the  Glafs  Machine ,  &c.)  I  would 
advife  Parents ,  and  other  difcreet  Perfons ,  by  all  means,  firft  of  all , 
that  they  ftriCtly  obferve,  whether  the  Midwife,  after  a  fhort  Exa¬ 
mination,  does  try  the  Woman  in  Labour  by  the  Pouch  immediately. 


If  fhe  negleCts  this,  it  is  intolerable,  and  the  moji  certain  Sign  of 
Ignorance ,  commonly  proceeding  from  Sloth  or  Pride,  as  if,  tho’  file 
had  never  tried,  fhe  knew  the  Matter  well  enough  ;  tho’  without 
this,  fhe  muft  be  altogether  ignorant  of  the  State  of  Things,  or  have 
no  Knowledge  or  Fear  of  an  oblique  W mb* 


The 
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The  Woman  being  tried  by  the  Touch ,  the  Midwife  is  to  gain  her 
Knowledge  by  that  Means  of  the  Situation  of  the  Womb ,  and  what  may 
follow  thence . 

If,  therefore,  any  one  asks  an  Account  of  her,  (he  ought  plainly 
to  tell  them  the  Place  of  the  Mouth  of  the  Womb  ;  whether  it  be  fituated 
in,  or  above  the  Middle  of  the  Pelvis ,  or  before  the  Offa  Pubis  or  Share 
Bone ,  or  backwards  towards  the  Vertebrae  of  the  Loins  or  Os  Sacrum , 
or  in  the  right  or  left  Side  :  If  the  Midwife  equivocates  in  this  Mat¬ 
ter,  and  endeavours  to  hide  her  Ignorance,  you  mu  ft  fend  for  better 
Help, 

If  the  Midwife  fays  the  Mouth  of  the  Womb  is  feated  over  the  Mid¬ 
dle  of  the  Pelvis ,  or  the  Bones  call’d  the  Bafon,  open ,  fhe  may  alfo 
fhew  how  much  it  is  open ,  and  what  offers  it f elf  firfl  in  the  Pafage ,  or 
whether  the  Waters  are  protuberant  or  fwelling  for,  if  the  Waters 
are  not  protuberant,  or  do  not  form  and  prefs  forwards  with  the  Pains, 
they  are  then  falfe  Pains ,  and  fhe  ought  by  no  Means  to  fir  up  the  Wo - 
man  to  Labour  >  if  fhe  does,  ’tis  a  certain  Sign  of  Ignorance. 


If  the  Midwife  fays  the  Crown  of  the  Infant's  Head  is  feated ,  alone ,  in 
the  Pafage  of  the  Mouth  of  the  Womb ,  and  the  Mouth  of  the  Womb  is 
above  or  in  the  Pelvis ,  there  is  no  Need  of  working ,  but  fhe  is  only  to 
wait  till  Nature ,  by  the  Force  of  Pains ,  excites  the  Woman  to  Labour  j 
there  is  no  Danger  now  in  flaying ,  all  Things  will  go  well  till  the 
Pains  come  on,  which ,  till  they  ceafe ,  or  are  dulf  there  is  no  Need  for 
the  Woman  to  be  tired  or  urged  to  Labour ,  but  fhe  may  fecurely  expedi 
the  Force  of  Pains  :  For  this  is  a  true  natural  Birth  5  all 
all  the  following  are  more  or  lefs  difficult  and  unnatural. 

If 


/ 
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If  the  Midwife  fays  the  Womb  is  placed  above  the  Middle  of  the 
Pelvis ,  die  alfo  muft  tell  whether  it  is  feated  higher  or  lower  ;  i£ 
higher,  it  is  an  Argument  of  a  great  Head,  or  a  fmall  Pelvis ;  on 
the  contrary,  if  fhe  fays  it  is  funk  lower,  it  is  a  Sign  of  a  fmall 
Head,  or  a  large  Pelvis ,  and  the  latter  promifes  an  eafier  Birth  than  the 
former . 


If  the  Midwife  fays  the  Womb  is  placed  in  the  Middle  of  the 
Pelvis,  and  the  Crown  of  the  Head  is  not  felt  in  it :  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  if  the  Head  offers  itfelf  obliquely,  or  with  the  Face  firfl,  or 
the  Navel-String ,  or  a  Foot  comes  afide  of  the  Head,  Danger  is  at 
hand ,  and  the  beft  Help  muft  be  fought  for,  left  the  Midwife 
fhould  not  be  able  fafely  to  perform  her  Work, 

/  f 

If  the  Midwife  fays  the  Mouth  of  the  Womb  tends  dire&ly  towards 
the  Middle  of  the  Pelvis ,  but  inftead  of  the  Head,  only  one  Hand , 
or  Foot,  a  Knee,  an  Elbow ,  the  Navel-String,  or  Hands  and  Feet  to¬ 
gether  offer  themfelves,  the  Cafe  is  dangerous,  unlefs  duly  affifted, 
immediately  after  the  Waters  are  broke  forth  5  therefore  let  the  beft  Af- 
fiftance  be  timely  at  hand. 


If  the  Midwife  fays  the  Infant's  Breech  offers  itfelf  firft,  and  the 
Mouth  of  the  Womb  be  conveniently  feated  over  the  Middle  of  the 
Pelvis ,  there  is  generally  no  Danger,  fince  Jlronger  Pains  will  perform 
the  Work . 

•  s  .  ,  *  <  * 


If  the  Midwife,  after  the  Pouch,  fays  the  Infant  is  feated  too  high 
yet ,  and  cannot  tell  bow,  or  in  what  Place,  the  'Mouth  of  the  Womb  is 

placed. 
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placed ,  or  what  offers  itjelf  fir  ft,  faying  it  is  too  foon  yet,  we  muft 
wait  till  the  Womb  and  the  Infant  fall  down  lower,  before  thefeThings 
can  he  known  ;  and  if,  /fe  mean  time,  Jhe  f  irs  up  the  Woman  to 
Labour  by  her  Pains ,  there  is  then  no  room  for  Delay,  the  Midwife  is 
ignorant ,  and  endeavours  to  hide  it,  for  here  the  Mouth  of  the  Womb  is 
fafpended  high ,  becaufe  the  Womb  is  feated  obliquely ,  or  the  Infant 
offers  itfelf  til-turned  in  the  Womb,  and  requires  the  beft  AJjiflattce  in 
the  Beginning  j  for  the  leaft  Delay  may  expofe  both  Mother  and  Infant  to 
the  Danger  of  Death . 

If  the  Midwife  fays,  the  Mouth  of  the  Womb  is  not  feated  over  the 
Middle  of  the  Pelvis ,  but  forwards  to  the  Os  Pubis  or  Share  Bone ,  or 
backwards  towards  the  Os  Sacrum ,  or  is  turned  too  much  on  either 
Side ,  then  Danger  is  at  hand ,  and  no  Time  muff  be  loft  in  fending 
for  the  beft  Afliftance,  efpecially  if  (he  fays  it  is  placed  againjl  this  or 
that  Part  high  and  very  f aft. 

Whether  the  Womb  is  rightly  placed,  or  more  or  lefs  oblique , 
if  when  the  Membranes  are  broke,  and  the  Waters  flow,  any  Mem¬ 
ber,  either  Hand  or  Foot ,  &c.  is  excluded,  the  Infant  is  prefently  to 
be  brought  forth  without  Delay,  the  longer  the  Delay ,  the  greater  the 
Danger . 

If  foon  after  the  Membranes  are  broke,  and  the  Waters  pafled 
off,  the  Infant  does  not  follow ,  Danger  is  at  hand . 

If  a  Midwife,  whilft  the  Womb  is  suspended  high,  and  be¬ 
fore  the  Membranes  are  broke,  omits  to  difcover  the  Danger , 
*tis  a  Sign  of  Ignorance,  ox  great  NegleB  and  if  the  Mouth  off  the 
Womb,  together  with  the  Child’s  Head,  is  now  fallen 
down  into  the  narrow  Cavity  of  the  Bones,  and  violent 
Fains  come  on  without  Success,  then,  not  a  Moment  of  ! Time 
Is  to  be  loft  for  it  feldom  happens  that  thofe  Midwives  know  how  to 

I  clear 
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clear  themfelves  of  the  Danger  which  conies  on,  (thro’  this  Igno¬ 
rance  or  great  Negled)  who  knew  not  how,  feajbnabk >  to  forefee  and 
avoid  it • 

If  the  After-Birth  does  not  come  away  foon  after  the  Child  is  born, 
it  either  adheres  too  much  to  the  Womb,  or  the  Mouth  of  the  Womb 
is,  by  the  Negiedt  of  the  Midwife,  fuffer’d  to  dole  too  much,  and  bet¬ 
ter  Affiftance  mu  it  forthwith  be  fought  for,  to  prevent  the  fatal  Confe- 
quence  of  the  Womb’s  being  hurt  by  an  unskilful  feparating  of  the 
After-Birthy  or  a  drawhig  down  of  the  Womb  along  with  the  After- 
Birth  :  For  many  Women  have  loft  their  Lives ,  or  became  barren ,  or 
have  fufferd  many  and  grievous  Infirmities  all  their  Lives  long,  only  from 
the  unskilful  feparating  of  the  After-Birth ,  when  it  has  adher’d  more 
than  ordinary. 


THE 


THE 


INSTITUTION  and  OECONOMY 


OF  THE 


FOR  THE 


Relief  of  Poor  Women  labouring  of  Child , 

during  their  Lying-in .  1739. 

IT  is  ordered  by  the  Truftees  of  the  faid  Charity*  that  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Particulars  relating  to  the  Management*  Order,  &c.  of 
the  faid  Charity,  be  fairly  printed,  and  fent  to  the  Subicribers* 

and  other  charitably-difpos’d  Perfons,  viz, 

* 

Several  Perfons  of  Quality  and  Diftin&ion  taking  into  their  chari¬ 
table  Confideration  the  many  poor  Women  who  luffer  under  vari¬ 
ous  and  great  Illneffes,  and  who  very  often  perifh  in  labouring  of 
Child,  together  with  their  Infants,  for  want  of  timely  and  ski ful 
jlfjtjlance  in  their  Labour,  and  proper  Care  and  Neceffaries  during 


/ 
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their  Lying-in  ;  have  been  pleafed  to  fubfcribe  the  feveral  Sums  as  againfl 
their  refpe&ive  Names  in  the  Subfcription  Roll ,  annually,  during  Plea- 
*  re,  for  Houfe-Rent,  and  providing  proper  Bedding,  Neceffaries, 
IMurfes,  and  Medicines,  for  all  fuel)  poor  Women  who  (hall  be  ta- 
Len  into  the  faid  Infirmary,  a  few  Days  before  the  End  of  their 
Time  ;  who  may  there  be  delivered  and  attended ,  Gratis :  Hoping 
this  may,  in  fame  meafure,  prevent  thefe  Misfortunes,  and  alfo  afford 
a  good  Opportunity  for  the  due  and  proper  teaching  th zArt  and  Practice 
of  Midwifry ,  fo  much  wanted. 


The  COPY  of  the  Paper  pubUJh'd  in  the 

Daily  Advertifer,  by  a  Benefa£fc>r  to  the  Foundling 
Hofpital,  fitting  forth  the  Benefit  and  XJfiefiulnefis  of  this 
charitable  Undertakings  viz. 

*  rpHE  Royal  Charter,  eflablifhing  an  Hofpital  for  the  Mainte- 

«  1  nance  and  Education  of  expofed  and  deferted  young  Chil- 

«  dren,  gives  an  univerfal  Satisfaction  and  Pleafure  to  the  Publick, 
1  and  the  many  noble  and  worthy  Pcrfons  concern’d  in  the  Manage- 
«  ment  thereof,  puts  it  out  of  all  Doubt,  that  it  will  in  Time  be- 
«  come  the  Glory  of  our  Nation. 

4  The  little  Hofpital  for  the  Relief  and  Afliftance  of  poor  Wo- 

*  men  labouring  of  Child,  and  during  their  Lying-in,  tho’  its  Foun- 
«  dation  at  prefent  is  but  fmall,  yet,  fince  it  has  alfo  for  its  Support 
4  and  Encouragement  many  noble  and  worthy  Perfonages  of  both 
4  Sexes,  there  is,  I  think,  great  Likelihood  of  its  going  on  with  Suc- 
4  cefs  ;  efpeciaily  as  the  Truftees  thereof  are  fo  careful  in  the  prudent 

*  and  decent  Management  of  it,  which  is  indeed  no  fmall  Recom¬ 

mendation 
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*  mendation  of  the  Undertaking  :  And  as  this  Charity  is  in  a  peculiar 

*  Manner  adapted  to  the  Relief  and  Benefit  of  the  Female  Sex ,  and 

*  may,  in  what  regards  the  better  injlruffiing  of  our  Midwives ,  ex- 

*  tend  its  good  Confequences  even  to  the  nohlejl  and  bejl  of  Families  j 
c  I  fbould  therefore  think  it  not  at  all  unlikely  to  fee  the  Ladies  fo  far 
€  intereffc  themfelves  therein,  as  to  become  in  a  manner  the  very  Guar - 

*  dicins  of  this  be?ieficial  Undertaking,  appropriated  to  the  Relief  of  the 

*  indigent  married  Women. 

*  Tho’  I  freely  confefs,  I  am  not  without  great  Hopes  of  one  Day 
c  feeing  proper  Meafures  taken  by  the  Legijlature  for  eftabliftung  an 
c  Hofpital  of  this  Kind,  even  for  all  Sorts  of  Women  promifcuoujly  \ 

*  for  amongft  the  unhappy  Wretches  of  ill  Fame,  there  are  doubt- 
€  lefs  many  real  Objects  of  Companion,  who,  I  think,  are  as  pro- 
c  perly  the  Care  and  Concern  of  the  Legijlature ,  as  a  profligate  Child 
€  is  that  of  its  Parents  :  And  when  fuch  National  Hofpital  (hall  be 
£  eredled,  this  little  temporary  one,  may  properly  be  laid  afide,  or  added 

*  to  it,  by  reafon  the  publick  Hofpital  will  be  a  Reception  for  all  Sorts 
4  of  poor  Women  with  Child  ;  but  kill  there  is  a  national  one  eredled, 

*  it  feems  highly  reasonable  and  prudent,  that  this  little  temporary  Hof- 
4  pital  fhould  continue  for  the  Reception  of  the  indigent  married  Wo- 

*  men  only. 

■ .  . .  .  •  * '  >  i 

*  The  prudent  Care  obferved  in  the  Management  of  the  Fruftees  in 
c  general,  and  the  mod  eft  Caution  in  publiihing  a  Compendium  of 
6  Midwifry,  and  of  th t  Difeafes  of  Womer^  in  the  Latin  Tongue,  for 
e  the  Ufe  of  Students  in  Phyfick  ;  the  com-pofingj)r^r  Heads  of  In- 
4  ft  radians  for  the  Ufe  of  Midwives ,  in  Englijh  ;  the  judicious  and  de- 
4  cent  Care  taken  to  prepare  a  Machine  for  giving  Pupils  their  JirJl  In- 
c  ftructions  in  the  Practice  of  Midwifry  ;  (fo  that  the  Women  are  no 

ways  expofed  to  raw  and  unskilful  Perfons,  or  run  the  leaft  Hazard) 
4  are  all  of  them  jlrong  Marks  of  a  general  determined  Deiign  of  con» 
1  dueling  this  laudable  Undertaking  with  the  utmoft  Modefty  and  Pru~ 
‘  dence. 

K  6  Having 


V 


[  30  1 

*  Having  lately  read  over  the  Preface  to  the  Latin  Com  pendium  of 
‘  Mid  wifry,  &c.  which  I  thought  gave  a  very  good  Account  of  the 
€  Vfefulnejs  of  the  Hofpitai  for  Lying-in  Women  }  and  believing  it  might 
€  be  agreeable  to  many  an  Englijfh  Reader,  and  perhaps  a  Means  to  pro- 

*  mote  the  Good  of  this  little  Hofpitai ,  by  making  it  more  publick,  I 
£  take  the  Liberty  of  tranjlating  it,  and  heartily  wifh  it  may  have  the 

*  fame  Effeft  on  many  others  as  it  had  on  me,  who,  tho’  a  confiderabk 
Benefavflor  to  that  noble  Hofpitai  for  the  expofed  and  deferted  young 

*  Children,  (hall,  neverthelefs,  give  my  Affiilance  towards  the  Sup- 

*  port  of  this  beneficial  Charity  ;  and,  I  doubt  not,  others  will  do  fo 

*  too. 


The  Preface  to  Sir  Richard  Manningham’s  Latin  Compen¬ 
dium  of  Mid  wifry,  fVomen s  and  Children  s  Dijeafes> 
Englifli’d,  viz. 

i  ...  /  ’ 

^  TH  P  charitable  Undertaking  for  the  Affiftance  of  poor  Women 

*  JL  labouring  of  Child,  and  providing  them  with  NeceiTaries  during 
c  their  Lying-in ,  lately  fet  up,  and  encouraged  by  feveral  of  the  Nobi~ 

*  lity  and  Gentry  of  both  Sexes,  the  Reverend  the  Clergy,  and  fome  of 
c  the  moil  eminent  Phyficians  of  this  City,  affording  me  a  proper 
c  Opportunity  of  duly  teaching  the  Art  and  Practice  of  Midwifry , 
c  hath  given  the  Occafion  of  my  publifhing  this  Compendium  1  which 

*  is  defign’d  as  a  Plan  for  the  future  Inftruflion  of  thofe  Students  in 
‘  Phyfick  who  fhall  become  my  Pupils,  and  which  I  hope  to  make 
1  ufefui  at  prefent,  and  as  Time  fhall  ferve  may  make  it  more  perfect ; 

*  though,  as  it  is,  I  doubt  not,  ’twill  be  of  fome  Service  5  for  the  A- 
c  phorifms  every  where  added,  I  believe,  will  be  found  to  contain  the 
c  moft  confiderable  Precepts  relating  both  to  the  PraBice  of  Midwifry % 
1  and  the  Cure  of  Womens  and  Childrens  Difeafes. 


‘  It  has  often,  indeed,  been  Matter  of  Surprize  to  me,  as  well  as 
€  many  others,  that  in  this  our  great  and  opulent  City,  an  Hofpitai  for 

,  *  taking 


€  taking  Care  of  expofed  and  deferted  young  Children ,  and  poor  Women 
‘  labouring  of  Child ,  has  been  thus  long  negleded ;  but  fince  his  Ma- 
c  jefly  has  been  moft  gracicAifly  pleafed  to  encourage  that  noble  and  tru- 
c  ly-pious  Delign  of  erecting  an  Hofpital  for  deferted  young  Children ,  and 
c  alfo  to  grant  his  Royal  Charter  for  the  fame  ;  and  feeing  the  prime 
c  Nobility  and  Gentry  of  the  Land  have  condefcended  to  become  the 
c  Governors  and  Guardians  of  this  intended  Hofpital,  ’eis  not  in  the 
c  leaft  to  be  doubted  but  it  will  foon  be  completed  by  voluntary  Be- 
6  nefactions,  (fuch  is  our  natural  Compaffion)  and  become  an  Hofpital 

*  of  the  greateft  Importance,  both  in  a  Religious  and  a  Civil  View; 

*  and  may  prevent  innumerable  Murders ,  and  daily  add  to  the  Strength 

*  and  Riches  of  our  Nation. 

‘  Our  little  Hofpital  for  the  Afiiftance  and  Care  of  poor  Women 

*  labouring  of  Child ,  and  during  their  Lying-in,  has  its  Praifes  too;  and 

*  may  be  a  Means  of  faving  the  Lives  of  many  poor  diftreffed  Mothers , 

*  and  their  tender  Offspring ,  juft  entering  into  the  World  in  their  weak- 
€  eft  and  rnoft  helplefs  Condition :  And  though  the  Foundation  of  this 

*  Hofpital  at  prefent  is  but  fmall,  yet  I  truft  it  will  receive  a  great  In* 
c  creafe  from  the  good  Example  of  fo  many  worthy  Perfonages  al- 

*  ready  concerned  in  its  Support ;  and  as  it  is  an  Undertaking  well 

*  approved  of,  and  every  way  decent,  juft,  and  laudable  in  itfelf,  and 

*  may  foon  become  a  proper  and  confiant  Nurfery  for  the  future  teach - 
c  ing  of  the  Art  and  P  rail  ice  of  Mi  dim  fry  :  A  Science  of  no  fmall 
%  Account,  and  which  has  indeed,  in  all  Ages,  been  the  Study  even  of 
c  the  moft  learned  Phvficians,  though  the  Practice  of  it  has  beft  fuc- 

*  ceeded  in  this  laft  Age  ;  fince  the  Women,  who  to  provide  the  bet- 
4  ter  for  their  own  and  Children’s  Safety,  have  admitted  the  Afiiftance 

*  of  both  Sexes  ;  and  the  Men  being  more  skilful  in  Anatomy ,  and 

*  better  difpofed  to  find  out  Help  in  unforefeen  Cafes,  are  therefore 
g  more  capable  of  bringing  it  to  a  greater  Perfection. 

c  I  fhould  therefore  hope  the  young  Phyficians  would  hereafter  more 
c  generally  apply  themfelves  to  the  Pradlice  of  Mid wi fry,  as  well  as 

c  the 
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4  the  Study  ;  especially  fmce  the  Means  of  obtaining  that  Knowledge 
4  is  now  come  home  to  them  ;  and  as  they,  as  Phyficians,  are  properly 

*  qualify ’d  for  relieving  the  many  complicated  Illneffes  which  do  often 

*  accompany  the  Difeafes  of  Women  going  with  Child,  and  in  Child- 
c  bed.  It  is,  I  think,  efpecially  neceffary  for  inch  young  phyficians 
c  who  intend  to  refide  in  the  Country  ;  though  it  may  not  perhaps  be 
4  thought  altogether  fo  generally  neceffary  in  this  City,  which  is  to  well 

*  provided  with  prudent  and  learned  Phyficians,  whofe  Advice  may  at 
4  ail  Times  fo  eafily  be  had, 

4  And  here  indeed  I  cannot  but  obferve,  that  the  Women  them - 

*  /elves,  and  thofe  about  them ,  are  often  much  to  blame,  in  neglecting 

*  to  fend  for  proper  Advice  in  the  various  Illneffes  which  may  and  of - 
4  ten  do  accompany  their  Pregnancy  ;  under  a  mijlaken  Notion,  that 
4  nothing  can  be  done  for  them  till  after  they  are  brought-to-bed  ; 
4  or,  that  being  brought-to-bed,  thofe  Diforders  will  be  removed  of 
1  courfe :  On  the  contrary,  unlefs  they  are  altogether  owing  to  the 
4  Pregnancy,  they  do  very  much  add  to  the  Pain  and  Difficulty  of  the 
4  Labour  itfelf,  and  too  often  become  fatal  in  the  End  ;  whereas, 
4  were  tfaefe  Diforders  properly  treated  before  the  Labour  comes  on,  the 
1  Labour  would  then  be  lefs  painful  and  difficult ,  and  many  Lives 
6  would  be J'aved,  which  now  are  lofl,  through  this  mijlaken  Notion  and 
4  fatal  NegleB . 

e  As  hitherto  the  due  Knowledge  of  the  Pra5lice  of  Midwifry  could 
c  not  eafily  be  obtained  without  going  into  foreign  Countries,  and  as 

*  that  fuited  the  Affairs  and  Circumftances  of  few  fo  it  could  not 
4  reasonably  be  expected  that  our  Women  Mid  wives  efpecially,  fhould 
4  be  fo  properly  and  fully  qualify’d  as  they  ought,  for  the  skilful 
4  Performance  of  their  Bufmefs  ;  on  which  Account,  ’tis  greatly  to  be 
4  feared,  many  of  the  better  Sort  of  Women,  as  well  as  the  meaner , 
4  have  greatly  (offer’d  in  labouring  of  Child,  through  the  almoft  una- 
4  voidable  Infufficiency  of  the  Knowledge  of  many  of  our  Midwives: 
4  But  having  now  proper  Opportunities  of  InffruCtion,  they  will,  I 

4  think 
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f  think,  have  no  Excufe  for  their  future  Ignorance  3  and  it  is  to  be  ho- 
1  ped,  in  Time,  for  their  own  and  others  Sakes,  they  will  all  of  them 
c  be  duly  and  properly  qualified  for  the  skilful  Performance  of  their 
c  Bufinefs  j  and  then,  both  Rich  and  Poor,  will  greatly  reap  the  Ad  van* 
c  tage  of  this  particular  Benefit  of  the  charitable  Undertaking  lately  fet 
c  up,  and  future  Generations  will  have  great  Reafon  to  blefs  the  chari- 
c  table  Promoters  of  a  Work  productive  of  fo  much  Good. 

c  Complaints  having  been  made,  and  not  without  Reafon,  offome 
c  Inconveniences  happening  in  the  Womens  Hofpitals  abroad ,  with  regard 

<  to  the  Tnftruttion  of  Pupils  in  Midwifry  •,  I  have  therefore,  to  pre- 

<  vent  the  Occafion  of  fuch  like  Complaints  among  us,  prepared  a  Ma~ 

•c  chine  for  the  Performance  of  Deliveries  of  all  kinds,  by  Means  of  a 

. c  Contrivance  made  on  the  Bones  or  Skeleton  of  a  Woman,  with  an 
c  artificial  Matrix  ;  whereby  all  the  Inconveniences  which  might  other- 
c  wifi  happen  to  Women  from  Pupils  praCtifing  too  early  on  real  Ob- 

*  jeCts,  will  be  entirely  prevented  ;  and  all  Pupils  become  thereby,  in  a 
c  great  Meafure,  Proficients  in  the  Bufinefs>  before  they  attempt  a  real 

*  Delivery .  By  the  fame  Co?itrivance  al fo  is  {hewn,  the  natural  Situ— 
6  ation  of  the  Foetus  and  Matrix ,  and  all  the  various  proeter natural  Si- 
c  tuations  of  each,  (from  fome  of  which  proceed*  the  mo  ft  painful  and 
€  perilous  Labours)  and  the  fafeft  and  moft  effectual  Methods  of  reCtify- 

*  ing  all  thefe  Difficulties,  and  perfecting  the  Delivery, 

;  r  ...  *  '  "  : 

TH  E  charitable  Subicriptions  for  the  Maintenance  of  poor  Wo¬ 

men  during  their  Month  of  Lying-in,  are  annual,  during  Plea- 
fure. 

Every  Subfcriber  may  recommend,  within  the  Year  of  their  fubfcrib- 
ing,  a  Number  of  poor  Objects  in  the  Proportion  of  Two  Guineas  each 
Object. 

But  each  Subfcriber  is  defired  to  fend  Two  Guineas  with  every  poor 
ObjeCt  they  (hall  pleafe  to  recommend  in  the firfi  Tear  of  their  fubfcrib- 
ing  \  by  reafon  every  Subfcriber’s  firfi  Subfcription  is  to  be  applied  to  the 
Payment  of  Houfe-Rent,  and  providing  Furniture  for  the  poor  Objects. 

L  Each 
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\ 

Each  Sabfcriber  may  fign  the  Subfcription-Roll and  will  be  waited  on 
with  the  faid  Roll  on  Notice  fent  to  the  faid  Infirmary  $  and  the  Trea- 
lurer’s  Receipt  will  be  given  for  each  Sublcription. 

All  Women  with  Child  who  (hall  come,  or  be  recommended  by 
others  not  Subfcribers ,  mull:  fend  or  bring  Two  Guineas,  to  be  paid  to 
the  Officer  of  the  Houfe,  for  their  Maintenance  during  their  Month  of 
Lying-in,  before  they  are  admitted,  and  give  a  proper  Certificate,  fet- 
ting  forth  the  Character  and  Place  of  Abode  of  the  Woman  to  be  ta¬ 
ken  in  ;  and  in  cafe  (he  is  detained  longer,  by  Illnefs  or  Accident,  the 

Houfe  mull  be  paid  after  the  Rate  of  Half  a  Guinea  a  Week  more. 

$ 

Al!  poor  Women  offering  themfelves,  giving  a  proper  Account  of  their 
Character  and  Abode,  will  be  taken  in  gratis,  as  far  as  the  furplus  Sub- 
fcription  will  allow,  after  the  Expences  of  Houfe- Rent,  &c.  are  deducted. 

Each  Subfcriber  fending  in  a  Woman,  is  defir’d  to  fend  a  Note,  with 
the  Name  of  the  Perfon,  viz * 

- 

1  recommend  the  Bearer  as  a  proper  Objeffi  of 

Charity  to  be  taken  into  the  Lying-in  Infirmary ,  purfuant  to  the 
Propofafs ,  &c. 

For  the  Two  Guineas  mention'd,  the  Women  arc  delivered  by  the 
Midwife  of  the  Apartment,  and  are  provided  with  Neceffaries,  Nurfing 
and  Medicines  during  their  Month  of  Lying-in  ;  and  in  difficult  and 
dangerous  Cafes,  the  Bhyfician  delivers  and  attends  gratis . 

* 

Accounts  are  fettled  Monthly,  and  audited  Quarterly,  by  the  Truf- 
tees  and  all  the  Proceedings  will  be  fent  to  each  Subfcriber  and  Bene- 
fador  yearly.  The  Subfcription-Roll  and  Books  of  Accompts  may.  at  all 
Times  be  infpeded  by  Subfcribers  and  Benefadors. 

N.  B.  It  oftentimes  happens,  through  various  Accidents  and  III- 

nsffes,  that  poor  Women  with  Child,  for  want  of  proper  Advice,  2nd 

timely 

..  •  ~  ^  -  J' 
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timely  Ajjijlancel  do  fuffer  very  much  in  their  Labours  and  Lyings-in* 
and  thereby  become  altogether  uncapable  of  looking  after,  or  working 
for  the  future  Subfiftence  of  their  poor  Families  :  In  Compaffion  there¬ 
fore  to  fuch  poor  Obje&s,  and  to  make  this  Charity  the  more  exten- 
five  and  beneficial,  kis  propofed,  that  thofe  Parishes  of  London  and 
Wejlminfler ,  as  (hall  be  willing  to  pay  for  their  Maintenance  during 
their  Continuance  in  the  Houfe,  may  fend  them  a  few  Days  before  the 
End  of  their  Time,  with  a  proper  Order  and  Certificate,  into  the  faid 
Lying-in  Infirmary;  where  they  will  be  delivered ,  attended ,  and  pro¬ 
vided  with  Medicines ,  gratis ,  during  their  Illnefs  :  This  we  apprehend 
will  be  a  very  great  Charity  to  fuch  poor  Obje&s,  and  a  confiderable 
Saving  to  each  fubfcribing  Parifh,  by  reafon  thefe  difficult  and  dange¬ 
rous  Cafes  require  the  greateft  Care,  and  are  ufually  attended  with  ex¬ 
traordinary  Expences. 

And  as  this  Lying-in  Infirmary  may  reafionably  afford  the  bejl  Op¬ 
portunity  of  InJlruBion ,  in  the  Art  and  PraBice  of  Midwifry ,  for  the 
publick  Benefit ;  kis  ordered,  That  an  exact  Regijler  be  always  kept  of 
the  Names  and  Places  of  Abode  of  all  Perfons  taught  or  improved  in 
Midwifry  at  the  faid  Lying-in  Infirmary  ;  after  they  have'  received  a 
Certificate  from  the  Phyfician ,  of  their  being  duly  qualified  for  the 
PraBice  of  Midwifry \ 

The  CONDITIONS  for  Teaching  Men  Pupils,  viz . 


TEN  GUINEAS  to  be  paid  at  Entrance,  and  Five  Guineas  after 
the  fir  ft  genuine  Delivery,  and  Five  Guineas  more  before  the  Lec¬ 
ture  on  the  Danger  of  ufing  Inflruments)  and  communicating  our 
Invention  for  the fiafe  Delivering  of  Women  labouring  of  Child,  in  the 
mo  ft  difficult  Cafes,  without  the  Life  of  Inftruments. 

The  Pupils  ever  after  are  free  to  attend  all  future  Le&ures. 

The  Women  Pupils  are  taught  for  Ten  Guineas  each  5  and  are  after¬ 
wards  free  to  attend  all  f  uture  Le&ures. 
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